Fog! Fogl! Fog! That seems to be all there is around this
bloody country. The two Jimmies, Roy and myself were again
planning maps, seeking targets for our rhubarbs (two ailrcraft
smashing at enemy installations ete. during bad weather), Jim
and I had decided on a targeﬁ and were maping our approaches
(that is the quickest way in and the guickest wey out). Tomorrow
is our turn and as Jimmie Daley and Roy had been in close to our
apending target we were getiing a few tips on anti-aircraft fire
in that vieinity. This is &11 that we have been doing and we
werce thoroughly disgruntled pilots, _

The C.0.'s volece thundered through the fog: "Mac and Jim,
come here"., This was the start of onc of the war's greatost ad-
ventures for Jimmic sad I. In his hand the C.0. held transports,
(Overscase Shipment Orders) for Jimmic and I. "Procced immedi-
atcly to "PDCH (Porsonnel Dispatch Center) in Northorn England.
Destination unknown! |

Upon our arrival in Glasgow, Scotland, on the 25th of Febru-
ary, we loarned that wo were to sail immediately on the Quoen
Vietoria, Having hcard of scvoral of the English ships of the

"Quocn" type, I visualized a treomendous trans-Atlantic liner,



which turncd out to be¢ nothing but a lowly, tiny tramp stcamor,
Prior to cmbarking on thc boat we mct our now companions of this
ncver to be forgoiten trip. Our boss, the C.0. Sguadron Leader
"Jumbo" Gracic, famous Battlc of Britian pilot and two Flight
Licutonants, Tony Bérton and Jchnny Johnson, of whom therce will
be told much morc later. I will eive deserintions of the indi-
viduals invelved in this cescaprde. Sixteocn members made up this
squadron that cmbarkced on this unknown story of the Island of
Malta,

Thc C.0., Gracic, known as "Jumbo" to all of us amongst our-
sclves, but whon in his preoscnce, always o very definitce "Sin",
"Jumbo" was as rough a character 23 you or I would cver carc to
moect. A votoran of many alr battles in the defense of Britain
during thce terrible cnslaught, In that dircetion we could have
had no fincr lcader on our ontecrprisc than o man whe had oncc
brekcn his nocck and cumc back to fly and fight again.

Tony Barton, Plight Licutunent, known to all and cspecially to
his c¢nomics as "Killicr Barton!., Onc line weuld be sufficient to
deseribe Tony. He was shot dovn five times and cnded up by do-
stroying twicc as many Huns as had knovked him down.

Flight Licutcnant Johnnic Johnson--Johnnic had just rceently
boen attached to Third Amcrican Eaglce Squadron., A quict rcsorved
Oxferd graduatc who spont his time in being a big game huntor in
Africa and who was to beeome in the oycs of cvery pilot the most
intrepid, daring and couragoous a man as one would hopc to moet,
Johnnic's name should peop up quite oftcn in this story as cvery
flight he nmade beeamc 2lmest an cpie.

Pilot Officer Graves--Mike was an Irishman, The sane kind of



an Irishman as an Irishman would cxpcet to mect. Towhcaded, pink-
chooked and shaved about once cach month. Filory temporcd, brusk
in tonc, tut a hell of a flycr. He asked no guarter and gave nonc,

Pilot Officcr Bisley~--"Bis" was an Australian. A dic-hard,
confirmed "Aussic® who would fight at the drop of a hat and who
1ived to the fullcst cxtent., A holl for lcathor individual,
typical of Aussic fighting men., "Bis" gave and‘took & Yot of load.

Pilot Officcr Bailcy--The type you would cxpeelt to find
tcaching gschool and carrying a pilano lesson bricf casc with him.
He was the unassuming kind of man. We often wonderced if he cver
got cxeitced, but it was thic level-headidness and his inborn
courago that kept "Ba alive through many battles,

Pilot Officer MeCarthy--Mac was a Canadlan., A renowned and
fomous swimmoer from Ottawa, Caonada. Hard-hcadcd but with 2 good
sonee of hunor wvhich we 4idn't hove time en~ugh to approeciate.

Mac ncver roally had o chonce f£or he was shot down in flanes on
hig first missi-n. Bui I am surc if Macec had had a chanee, he
would have gone on to unknown hoights.

Flight Scrgeont Millor--Quitc unassuming and a level-hoaded
kid., Quict untll the rovorts of battle camce in. By porsistent
work ho progrossced to the »fficer elass znd was able to lcave the
Island intact, although he wag sori~usly wounded at onc time,

Flight Scrgeant Milner--Milncr was 2 Canadian., He was small
of staturc wond o»f the good-naturcd sort., He would fight only vhen
eorncred on the ground, but continuously while in the air.

Flight Scrgeant Crist and Flight Scrgecant Rickman~~Those two
must be rentioned together, Inascparablce comrades from the birth
of their training in Cancda until "Rick's" tragic o¢nd on April 20,
192, Juniocr, as Crist was known, avenged in o tangiblc way the
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loss of his boson comrade in futurc air battles,

The threo romaining nmoembers, Scrgoants Dodd, Bolton and Bush
weres unseparables. One from New Zealand, ono from Australia and
onc from England, two of who left us for diffcercont squadrons on
the Island boecause of thoeir fightor cxporicnee in Hurrican type

aircraft.

Abosard the Queen Vietoric, February 27, 1942,

We worce traveling under scalcd orders, Woe wore allowed to
carry one bag duc to limitations on weight., We had brought im-
portant things such as candy bars, cigarcttecs, cte. And now it
come to pass that we were abeard a dingy tramp steamer which had
been converted slightly in the hold into our luxurisus{?) quortcrs.
Thore were nire of us in one smuall roon and six in the othor, Of
coursc, the C.0, had himsclf a cabin, such as it was, On lonking
over the ontire ship, we found that there wore tons of sond abraad
for ballast and the romainder consisted of slxtcon brand new
Spitfircs in crates,

"Thish, wo said, MMust be somothing". Sixtcen pllots end six-
toen Spitfircs. HNothing ¢lsc on beoard., We had no idea at the
moment of where we might bo going., Some said Australia, some said
India and s-me said Canada, Jdimmic and I cven hoped it might be
the UBA., It gave food for thrught as we steamed glowly out of tho
Clydc River, past the river towns of Glenark and Guriek, Scotland,
ints the misty, choppy Atlantic, With our mcoager knowledge of
cclostial navigatisn we tricd t5 sot our c-ursc in ocur minds,

Werc we going north, south, coast cr west? Jimmio with his very
Iimited knrwlcdge deducoed that we wore proccceding in a west,
south-wostorly dircetion, Immcdiately we, Jimmic and I, said,

"West, s~uth-west, That's the USAY,
. L.



The noxt wvening I doduced that we were soiling due west, So
the hopes of 21l our Canadion br:sthers arose os Canads was in thot
dircetion. But low anid bohs1d! On the third night we deduced
that wo wore sa2illng south, Dgc Scuth! We gave up wondering and
mur answer was given t-o us the next morning.

Fifteen s-olonn pilots, thoir minds racing back und forth os
te what we faced, listencd intently for the C. 0, who finally
seid, "Gontlemen, you are in this war to fight, I think that I
can offer you that fight." "Mcn", in werds I will nuver forget,
28 h. hcld a cigarctte in his mouth with the aid £ a eigarctte
h-lder, "We arc ghing to Melta." The naiic itsclf vibratcd around
the roorm and there was a sulden hush, Bocsuse Malta wes the ap-
parcnt last strongheld <of the British, but in a yoar to be an
allicd strngh-ld in the war, We knew that Molta was close to
Africea, whon the battle was geing bad and with Africa would go the
sceond supply route to Russia and after that--no one knew, Thon
a barrage of questions, How? Whon? Where? What? N¥o sne e-uld
concelve sr possibly imagine vhat was being done to scve that
islend, Just what would this next month take us through?

We had boen aboard fourtcen days enl cach day svemed 9 goet
worse cnd worse with monotonous regularity. Aftcer the first
cvening the only form of amuscrient wo were to have was t5 sco the
sance faces ond do the same things time in onl time out. The one
rcedecming foature of the cntlre trip wos the wonderful food which
wo, for the first time sineco the ontry into the war, woerc having.

I might =l that Juring the trip we werc well »rotceted ingo=-

far as surfacc vesscols hold prescnt. Our esesrt woas o destroyer

o

and twr Corvets. The only cxelitement we had was the approach of
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tws submarincs, which were driven »ff very comfortably as far as
We were conecrnel by sur cscert., dAs o matter ~f fact their stay
was nly bricf. Dopth chorge cxplosinns were heord cnd we loarned
later that our two subs had beon driven off.

On the fiftcenth cvening we stoanmcd into Gidbraltar Harbor, At
night Gibraltar, through nccossity, wes desolately and completely
blacked ocut, Whilc 2 scomingly stonc's throw away, Tanglcers, a
ncubral scetisn on the African eonast was 1it up like a Christmas
troe. It scumcd sn strange that war and peace, as far as lights
were conecrncd, coulld be so close together, Of course, it had
boen sur expected desire to dock at Gibraltar and run around into
thc trowne and partake of the geslincss «~f 1ife in its various f-rns,
but wc wore to o sadly discppointed.  As we steanmcd ints the
Harbor in the klack <f night, we were inforucd that we werc to ro-
nain in quartors aboard the skhip during all daylignt hours. 1 can
think ~f n- rrc sadly disappeinted men than we fiftcen were upon
rucciving thege srders, It became very obvisus to us after two
Layes why these srdcers had to be carricd ~ut, f~r it was n>t just

Involving we sixtoon, but thousoanis of zther lives as well,

Gibraltar Harbor, March 12, 1942.

Duc t- the cleose proxinity of Spanish territory and the
tromendnsue amount and nuwiber f Syanish workcers, one rilght well
have been immediatcly awarc < what might have happencd had not
we oll buon cautious anst oll activity as to futurc condcavors
aboard ship and atherwiac been kopt scerct.

At nizght, Juring 4ismzl, dark hours, when all clsc was still,
gpueial crews o non liftod from the hinld ~f the ship the crates
which carricd our trusty Spitfircs ani Jdedosited them on the docks
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of Gibraltar. On the next dock to us was the Alrcraft Carricr
Eagle, In the dark »f night thosc crates were p»ut obecard the
Carricr EBaglc and stowed bulcw dock. To all appearances thorc
had been no change In »ur ship »r the carricr, but rolentlessly,
all the crates wore put fronm ﬁho Queen Victoria inside the Alr-
eraft Carricr Eoglc,

During and aftcr this oporotion a speclnl crew of mechanics,
aircraftsmen, pr-jector speeiclists, onginemen, hydraulic men,
all ceorcfully sclcected from combat ercws in England, wore flcwn
to Gibraltar for the spoelial purpese of zssunbling these alrcraft
within thce ¢ nfincs <f thoe innards of thce carricr, In other
words, in a voery ¢ nfincd space, thoesoe ren had the scle responsi-
bility of putting sixtecn alrcrafts togother from the crates,
adapting long rangc tanks to the same an? noking surc that when a
»21lot flow their particular aireraft for the first tioe from thoe
h50 Tont dcek ~f the carricr, no miner detail woauld be incorrccet,
as »¢ slin meant Jdeoath £or thoe pilot, Never in the history of
aviation have men been entrustced withh such o job and ncver have
pilots deponded so much »n ground men for the suecess of thedir
indivilunl accomplishrmunts, It is herd for individuals not
eomncetod with sea or 1lan? fighting to reallze just what this
meant, An average fightor plonc, not cquipped feor sca flying, but
built cepeeially for land Jdefonsc as sur Spitfires woere, whuld
rcequire o minimum of 800 foet for take~off, They would at any
time during the operation of their flight try to land at an air
ficll s> Jdesignated if any minor trouble would oceur, But in this
cose, the esireralt were to teke off from o doeck gao feot long of
vhich snly LOO feet ¢oulld be usod, We were $o take off at high
dawn in the Mediterrancon, approxivatoly 700 milovs from the
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Islond of Malta and closc to LOO miles from Bibraltar. Had any
mcchonical failurce such as il pressure, fallure of long range gas
tanks t~ work, or propellcer trouble, no mattor hew minor, or had
cven ~ne wheel falled to retract entirely, would have meant fallure
Ior the aireralft t- rcach its‘iostinatinn. The »ilot, thercfarc,
had he boeorie airbasrnc, had threc choicgs, the first to try to
land "n the carricer, which would have been utterly inpossiblo,

cduc to the faet that we had no restraincr hsoks t~ cateh the
landing wirc. The sceund was £+ bail sut int» the sca ond hope

to bo nicked up hy an epproaching war ship, and thoe third was to
fly into neubtrol territhry ond be interned £or the duration, Nene
~f the throee ~ffercd much c-ns~lation for the Hilot,

On the cvening of March 19, we left cur chubby little home on
the Quoen Victorio ond boardced the Alreraft Carricr Bogle, The
erows ~f thoe Eagle know nothing »f »ur centerprisc., The cxact
nlan was kn-wn only by sixteen wen., I imagine asny rumors and
thoughts flcw through the shin, but I know from thoir romarks
that thoy iidn't rcalize just what was geoing »n., We werc asgsigned
two pilots Lo a stotoroom, sharing thom with Royal Navy pilots,
wh woere alroaly cboard the Eogle, Needless to say, thoy 4id not
cntircly agree with cur pushing in on thedr homes and we woero
rclopgated to tho top bunks, As the Navy would say-- "t:p sidel.

Just before dawn, we stoamed majestically into the Mcditer-
rancan and when I locked osut in the morning I saw a sight whieh
made my hcart sink, Thore we werce, sixtuen pilots and sixteen
Spitfires, becing c¢scortcd by the ontire British Mcditerrancan
ficet, right cut Into cnomy berritory., It was a sight and foeling
that cen be felt anly upon being proscent, The huge battleship
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Malaya, which wns in the very ncor future to writc history as onc
2f the six loaling battleshinsg, waa thore £ or ~ur nratection,
Cruiscrs by the numbers, destroyers by the many, Corvets, znd
overy type ship imaglnable including two othor carricrs lay d 1
alosnp ~ur routc. A truly groét Naval armadea,

I remomber romarking to Jirmic, "The sure must want to save
that Islond,®

at dusk the floct loud spoaker systom wont inbto operation and
ag we sto2d by, overy shin in the fleut reccived the zome mMes8Rge
The admirzl of the floct, aboord the "Malaya® called attontion
and told ovory non in the flect this story:

Mo arc glal in o smell woy to play our part in one of the
mest daring cplsodes in aviatisn histary., We are carrying aboard
the Eagle sixbteon fighter pilots ond gixtoen Spitfircs, whe to-
morr-w, at 2 degipgnoted ftirme will fly from thaet carricr t- tho
Island of Malta, That word Malte is a symb:l in ur age. I wish
to zive those men God Spucd wnd good luck," I think I have nover
hcord more cffeetive specceh,

Out ~f sight ~f land, g-ing over the peounling waves of the

Mcditerrancan, vhercver we looked, our cyes met thoso brave Navy

=

nen, anl yob thoy ernsidercd themsclves but s minor part of our
operatisn, Thoy were c2rrying us much farther ints cnemy torri-
tory than safcoty coull cctually afford them to, but they had to
or we could not hoave roached Malta, (¥You shauld have boon thoere
and. have scen the patlines and erurage on the part of the Naval
ners-nncl, )

I arrived back in my statcroom with Jimmio t» find my Naval
fricnd resting on the top bunk, Thero was nothing thoy wonldn't
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do for us, hen the wondering as b2 when events would start
unfslding thomselves started.

Just prisr to rctiring -n the night of March 20, Jimmic and
I were callcd up to tho'Captain's gquartcrs. As we had just lceft
the Eagle Squadron, ho wondorgd if we had ever scoen the placque
that hod bocn sont by him to the Eagleus from Singaporc. Naturally
we had, which made him vory haspy, and thon he added a 1ittle bit
of 2 humor-us touch to what proved o be a very cnjoyable ovoniﬁg.
Aftor we had a sh-rt talk with him we retircd to nornal llfc. We
worc not uscd to hanging ar-und $oo much “braigh, We rotired at
a foirly carly h-ur. Alth-ugh we had no idca of the time we
would take off, we imagincd that it would bu at dawn. Withrut
elosing ~ur cyes and smoking as many clgarctbes as the time 1linit
would allow we cwaltced thoe Xnsck on the door which would start
us getting int: the state of readincss, Four .M. the knock,
light as it was, s-undced like th. pounding ~f a hamacr on a bross
bcll. It brought us -ut one ond 211 from ur gleopy dreoaming as

£t~ what might haspon and put us into tumult of rcality. A

o)

quick shave, up to the nmess ron Ior hot cut of teca and a

&)

biscuit, thon <L €3 the reoaldy roorn.

It wos dark andl ldlsmzl, The sun had n-t yobt cume aver the
linc of elouds -n the horizon, The wini was howling and the
carricr teosscd to and fro like what to me scomed & match box,
Then bogen the proccese of bringing the Spitfires from bolow deck
to the top. And while we wont thr-ouch the corcefully lail plons
for the last timc, coilszht "S»nits! were deposited on the uppor deek
2f the carricr, We had boen t:1d over 2onil over agailn, and once
more it was repcated: "Don't Poanie " This ean bo donc. If you

g¢t lost, fly a set croursce and yru will strike lond ond then fiy



a sot coursc and you will hit Maltza, so casily sa2id but--, Do not
firce unless y~u have to, Obey all signals from the carricr lock
on take off. Wo were glven ur mas and were just recady to depart
vhen the radis sperator rushed into the room ond handed o message
to "Jumbo™ which he deecodod ane read to us, "The air fivld on
Malta has beon brmbed to shamblces. Land ot the only other one,

If that is gone whon you arrive, make the best of yur situation.”
We c-~uldntt have had anything morc to build ~ur msralc. This was
the er»wning glory., Even 1f we got therc, what then?

Carcfully <dcpositing our toothbrushcs, o cruplc sparc packs of
ciparcttes anid 2ther small inecidentals we knew we wruld nced in
the empty gun ¢ mpartments of -ur planc {-nly cannons were loaded,
nachine guns cupty te save woeight), we stowed small amcunts of
candy in the cueknits, and we in Flight "AM™ took ~ur poarachutos,
stowing them in the cockpits and woent back t+ the ready room and
awaited further orders,

By now the sun had riscn above the clouds, putting 2 more
chuerful aspeet »n the scene. The chopping of the waves scomed
t2 have subsided and the wind wes blowing as we Jdusircd, It was
ncecssary I2r -»ur owcratin be te o success thet we have a wind
~f 30 nmilcs per hur. This coupled with the forwerd specd of the
carricr, approximatily 27 milos »Hor h-ur, 2llowed us t- malke the
remaining 35 to L0 milcs per hrur on the 400 foct deck run of the
carricr., If we did not obtain flying spocd in the short run,
obvisusly tho aireraft would tumble int- the waves and be run
over by thoe carricr., If a »ilot coulld possibly have gotten out,
which was a very rometc possibility, a destroyor was assigned to
f»1low the carricr for suckh havponings. A 7 4,M, the wind was
congldered corrcet and we werc tnld to stund by our own airerafts.
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at 7:15 wo were stlll standing by. At T7:30 we startod ungines,
getting more norveus by the ninute. At 7:31 we wore told to cut
engines, Valuoble jos was boing wasted, 4t 7:L5 we started
cnginces again,  "Jumbo!, ~ur €,0, was pushcd int~ the starting
position. I saw the man with the flag., I could sce thoe aircrals
shaking as if it were wanting te jump. The flag descondeod ond his
planc jumped fron the start and then scomed to slow down. Actually
it was just the 1ull =f thoe start and the after effeet. He raslled
d~wn the deek slavly. To me ho coeomed to have ns speed at 211,

Ae he reached the cnd -f the 2cek I saw hig lan hover for o
sceond in the alr and thon disappeor downward from viow, It was a
hollow focling ¢ know that I was tho sceond from him to go. As I
watchod him the sce.nd planc had boon pushed into the starting
position., The sunme roar, the somo movemonts, I s6ill 1lncked once
mere for "Jumbo! anl no sight <f him. The flag wont dowm and the
saue way, slowly, slowly ho ot to the cnd, but instcad of doing
the sauze woy, as "Jumbo', he nulled the stick baek hard and his
plance shot ints the air on Hne wing and disoppearcel frnm ny view
as I wag boing pushed into the starting linc., He apdearcd to be
in a vory cmbarrassing position, No sizht of "Jlumbo" ns yot. I
rcmomboer, ut »f the corner f my oye, scoing the deck controller
junp on ny wing and shout mcaningless words., He smiled, nattcd

me ~n the boack, I knew hoe was trying t» reassurc me, but I was
bey-nd that stazge., I cgein saw that same flag, My cngine wos
wide opon, brakes full sct. I was getting cvery ounce of hower,
overy possible bit of full momentum waos being gothercd that was
within my mcans of getting. Down came the flag, <ff came my brakes
and down that same deek I went. Hzlfway down I passcd the main

geetion, It lo-ked to me like I was slowing down. I J1idn't ece



how 1t was posgsible that I coull fly., I esuld nat quit now, Had
I tricd to stoy T wuld khave one int - the drink, I had no
eltornative loft, I wmust 7 -n. I must ot off thet Jdeck or 1
was o gone nidgeon. T pasacd off the 2ock and scermed $o hover,

I fclt that feeling o cmptingss. I kncew that I was in the oir,
One-Tifth ~f o sce nd would decide whether I would fly »r swin,

I hung in the air, scomed te scttle maoentorily and thon reeelved
that wonlcrful focling »f boing airbrrn. I hod made 1t, With a
Jdeen sich I scild, "It's ovor.”

I had n- time to lock for onyone clsce T picked my whools up,
They worked, I cheoeked my propoller, It worked, I climbed to
1000 fouut and tricd my cxtra toenk, It worked and wes I hayppy!

My <il prcsgsurc was zonde. My plone folt fine, I was as happy as

I have cver boon in my 1ife, but ne:t gquite as happy as when I

looked in front of ne and there in the distancoe wore tw Spitfircs.

DHROUTE TO MaLTA

During the time that T wao busily chocking my instruacnts,
cte., and scuiningly trying t° keop my new found buldices in front
of me, five ~thor Spitfircs hod wingel and were safely £ the
Carricr. Our »lan had buen to elimb to 8,000 feet in a slow
circle to form up and fly a sct course for Malta, By the timc wo
hod reached cur altitude, all eight airernft which c-mnosod Flight
ot were in fairly close formetion,  "JumboM sct coursce for Malta

A
iags o

the rest - us togrmed wlong in our cwn positions., My last
lenk at the floct made me focl like o chicken just leaving its
mother. It hed boun o haven »f safcety anl o refuge until now,.
Aind now I felt itifully smell and weak without it., Thero was

nothing it coull 45 for me, ~r anything I ccull do for 1%,
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Having bcen previ-usly warncd that thoere weuld be no radilo
cormunications interplanc, quict reigned suprone in that
Mcditerrancan blue sky.

Just aftor we had sct crursc, o Planc £lid upside >f mc,
waggled its wings and then it;slippcd off to my right and oneco
again Jimmic and I were togcthor, I purdoscly left Jimmic out of
previsus deserintions so that you could get to know him a 1ittlo
better than the ~ther chops in the stary. It éid n»nt scem so far
back, not nmorce than o yoor ago, Jimmic and I met whon we jolned
the Royal Alr Forece, Jimmic was a 19 ycor -1ld kid, as American
a boy as any boy cculd ke, Outstandingly brave and afrald of
nothing., He was small where I was large, slight whore I was
hcavy, dark wvhere I was falr and quict where I was bolsterous,
Jimmic and I had bcen through the war up until now together, side
by sidc. We had joined the Royal aAir Foreo together, had flown
in England together, went to thoe same training school for threc
long weeks of grucling training. We had shared sur flrst lcave
together and joincd the Sceond American Eagle Squadron togcther,
This "tegother? st ry was to keen on and on until-- but thatts
an~thor story which we will ot €0 presontly.

After flying for o 1ittle over an hur we were able to plek up
the Glicte Islands in the distancoc. They lay ~ff the north coast
2f Africa near the Tunision border. As we anproached that island,
the Flight Leader gave a pre-arranged signal and we closed into o
tigzhter, but more defeonsive, battle formati-n for just bey-nd the
Glictec Island, Just »ast the beautiful citics »f Tunis and Bizerte
lay the Island »~f Pentclleria, Intelligcnce had Informed us that
we were t- be awarce »f ME 109's--Gernan fighters, as well as

Italian fighters bogced thore. s we flew over Tunis and Bizerte



and looked Jdown Into the beautiful Tunisian eitics, it was hard to
realizce or visualize, hal wo any way »f knowing, that in just onc
short year 2ll holl Wauii bs raging in znce »f the preatoest battles
~f World War II, For it was through this tiny boautiful locking
scetion of Africa that tho Aliiud armics routed the trapped army
of Rormpacl., Stonding past Tunls a small majestic islond came into
vicw on -ur left, It wos Pantcllceria, It looked s boautiful with
its rreon prass stretehing sut into the btluce weter with many
h-uscs that dotted the islan?, We c¢2ull casily distingulsh the
airficld and kept o closc oye o it, but no adreraft tosk off to
intcrcutt us.

Shortly before sighting the island I had run wut of gas in
my long range tank and hal shent an anxiosus mument transferring
to my main tank, & gosp in the ongline let me know that gas was
beins fed to the ongine inmediately up~n transfor th my main tank
and which now purrcsd like a kitten,

Ag we hooded far Malta many thoughts passed through my mind,
H-w btig was 1it?2 Would we be eble to Tfind it? Would the Hun be
walting for us? Just whot awsited us at Malta,

Preacently in front of us thoere were bill-us cumulus clouds
which was o tipoff as ¢ whet loy underncath, Vi had proviusly
boon told that thosc clouds usually formed over the island during
the day. We first sightced the Islanl of Gozo which lay dircetly
beegide Malta, hAs we apprrached the Island we gradually lost
altitude so that we wers c-nming in nractically on the deck,

The two islands jutted -ut ~f the watcr into anall cliffs and
1ooked scemingly like the trunks »f two trecs. Gozo vory small
and Malta very larse. The brownish look the Islonds jave against
the bluc Moditcrrancan anl blue sky nade a very protty plcture to
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the c¢yce.

At this mmient we could hear the €.0. c¢alling Malta £ 1ot
them know »f »ur approach, We no sconer hear? his voaice than a
srayoth, cven quict voleos came back on the radios warning us that
fi-htcrs {Mcsscrschmidts an? ilOls--twin engined fightors) wore
bombing the Island and to BEWARE& You eould casily sco smnke and
dust rising from the bbb blasts as we canc in,

This was almost ton good to be truc. Were woe to got a fight
before we cven lendced? This truly was a fighter pilotfs paradisoc.
But n», Wc wore lmmodiately lirccted to Luga alrficld where we
landed, It had becn o long flight. I had been airbosrn four hours,
which waos uvnusuclly long for 2 spitfirce In thihse days, as we
r>llcd to a stap n the bomb battered runway we were flagged
quickly t2 the cnd ~nnl then taxicd off into a snmall Wﬁniod scetion
about a quartcr »f 2 nile from the runway and the alreroaft was
parked, Jumning ut I notieccd how really stiff I was, My head
ached from the tensisn and my back ached from the Hosition, We
immediately started sproaling camouflape over »ur alireraft and
tonk our fow procicsus amiunts of puer from the pancls in which
we had hidden them, The 811 clear signal sounded from the raid
and we were picked up in a2 truly dilapiiatcd bus which was lacking
in nractically cverything cxecnt o mator which soundod 1ike nost
uscd cars nowadays, It was Jdusty, dirty ride of abosut 2 half a
mile to the ss-callod Mess, whore a hot monl consisting »f stew,
hot tea anl biscuits awaited us, 43 we complained about this
rcal, as so many of usg 24, 1little did we drcam that in o fow
weolkts henee we would have beoen s lad to Zet -ne like it,

In due bine we had completod sup "Mool andl our good old
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rattletrap bus was walting to transport us to the othor alrficld
at Takall on the othor side ¢f the island. We wound our way from
Luga through the tiny Maltege grects and out into the cpen country
as we made for the alrport which was ahout cight miles away., We
had gone about half way, novof cnce failing to be amaxingly
impressed by the damage that had beon done to the civilian homes
and other non-military objoeets as we passed them, We also
noticed that the one movie we passed in the town foatured, when
last opencd, the new pilcturc named "Ben Hur" of 1926 vintage.
about half way tc our new ficld we saw a motoreycle that had lost
its rider, the friver lying prone acrcss the strcet, apparently
injured. We stoppcd the bus toe administer what ald we could and
had beon there only flve minutes when from out of the sky all
hell seomcd to break loose. YWe were parkced dircctly beside an
artillery battery conslsting »f heavy guns and I don't think I
ever hear anything make more noise than those babilecs., Losking
in the direction of the onrushing procession in the sky we could
sco J8's and 88's dreopping bembs and diving on Takall, our new
ficld destinaticn with monotonous regularity. In amongst the
heavy bombers you could sce tiny specks shooting in and out,
Theso were Messerschmidtts 109ts, It was a sickening sight to
sce one and than another until sixty or seventy B88's had dropped
thelir bombs and hcaded for home, It was with nleasure we saw
two hit by anti-aircraft firc and come spinning to the ground in
flamcs. No matter how hard wo locked we saw not one of our own
plancs airborn. The roason being that they had none, The ones
we had just brought in were the only sasircraft on the Island.

A8 socn as the all clear signal rang we junpcd into the bus

and started roaring at twenty miles per hour to our new post, As



we rolled along the so-callcd highway, dodging bomb holes, being
very cercful that we did not Irive into any holes made by duds
(unexploded bembs) we wended our way to the town of Rabat, over-
locking the Takalil airfield, <8 we pullcd up wo noticed a large
crowd of people and smclled tﬁat burning powder and flesh smell
which is so hard to misunderstand once you have smelled it.
Gotting out of the bus we noticed that the crowd was pathered in
onc spot.

There was a chap, one I had known Iin Cal ifornia almost one
and a half ycars before, who had gone to Malta and flown Hurri-
cancs, He had firished his tour and was awaiting passage home,
I was just hoping that I would got to see him before he left,
But fate had becn cruel to us because Eddie had beon standing
with six other pilots watching this raid when an "88" apparently
Jettisoncd his bombs after being hit by anti-aircraft fire and
cne of them fell direetly in wherc the boys were standing. The
boys had received their passage early! All seven had been
blown tc bits. It brought home the mecaning of war so close to us
in this particular moment. It lct us know again, as war does,
that this was not a plaything., We werc not finished fighting
this war until thc war itself was over, One could never relax
or take it casy at a place like this,

But this would not stop us from fighting., It did nothing but
cneourage our appetites and 1t had taken a large toll in the
morale of thec boys that had becen on the Island prior to our
arrival, It had not been so bad watching Loys shot down in the
air or get killed in mcasures that had involved thoir own skill
against the other fellow, but to sce scven strapping young boys
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who had done their jebs, and done them well, be blown to eternity
in one short sccond had hit everybody about the same.

Our arrival was in a way a blcssing to those on the Island,
Many boys had come down monthg and months before flying Hurri-
cancs and we found out that a few had flown in two weeks bofore
us in Spitfirecs. This was a surprisc to us and we were glad to
heoar that they had all made it, But sincc their arrival, all the
Spitfies had becn torn asundcr.

We were proporly bedded in the Villa overlooking the Island's
gacrcd town of Rabat, whéro centurles beforc the Turks had
catapultcd rocks against the walls in an effort to break into the
Holy City. Truly this was an historical Island.

Malta was known as the Halfway Housc on the Naval Highway
5oing through the Mediterrancan., It had suffercd in the course
of 1ts hist-ry two major seiges, as wcll as this, thc third, The
first of the epic seiges of Malta was when the Knights of Saint
John successfully dofonded their Isliand against the Turkish
Invaders. The scecond was when the same Maltosc people in 1800
rcfuscd to be conquered by Napoloon. In history almost evoryono
in that section of thc world at one timc or anothcr beeame
involved in the Island.

Malta is about eizghtecn miles long and almost ninec miles wide,
It was made up of many little towns, the principal of which was
Valetta. The towns of 3t, Julian, St. Pauls Bay, Luga, Floriana
and numerous other small villages made up the structure of the
Island, The island 1tself 1s made of soft stone, which the
Maltese people cut up and make thelr home of, It is often said
that 1in the anclent days Malta was a completely barren Island
and that all thc cirt, ete., and other forms of growth covering
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the island was carricd by boat or mud scow from Italy and Grocec.
It is made up of smell fiolds ond plots of land encloscd by rock
fence which cxtond from ~ne cnd >f the island to the »ther,
Rabat, which was wheoro we were to stay, was known as the
Holy City, famous for its many'cathcdrals of boautiful architce~
turc. The island was honcycombed from onc cnd to the other by
underground pessages, It was possihle te walk from end to ond of
the island, branch out at various side channcls and ecme forth in
the freo air at any given point you would desire. In fact a
schonl teacher and her thirty students going through the cataconmbs
was nover heard from and it is imapginced that they walked into an
cndlcse cavern and porlshed bofore they could rcach ~utside air,
4 strange twist of fate made the Island of Gozo lying slightly
to the west of Malta a ncutral Island, Neutrality vhich was

rcspectod by both the Germans cnl Italicns at this tino,

March 235rd,

It was so deeidcd that the 2L 9th Squadron an? oursclves,
known as the 126th Squadron, would divide the aireraft scrviccable
en the Island and fly as 2 unit. This was to conscrve aireraft
and zive us the most numbor of $ilots available, VWe hed walted
and walted for sur other oight pilots ond plancs to appear, but
apparently they hal same trouble in taking off tho Carricr, or
the flect had been intercopted by onemy warships and thoy hed to
abandon thoir venture for the time, for Flizht "BY had failcd to
make an app.arance. It would prebably be o woek or oso bofore
they would he attompting such a feat agoin,

at dawn ~n the 23rd we w.aan our way to Luga airficld to
alcert oursclves for ruadiness, The night before two ships fron a
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convey from the Middle East hul been bombed, The navy was trying
£ gt supplics in from Coiro and wlexandrio, o shin famous to
all Maltosce ponple, the Brockonshire, had limned into the sholter
of the castorly side ~f the Iglanl. It was taking water fast

and coull not bo moved into port, It wos given as close o naval
cscort as was possible for it hadl valuable storcs of 2il, ammu-
nition anl food abeoard, Trc first hop of the morning sunt
Johnnic and Mike out teo protect this ship as far as was possiblo,
Ve were towork in roluys of twols bocoause of the lack af plancs,
g~ that 1t would ko ecoverced at 211 timcs, In whot seomcd to bhe a
very shert timce Johnnic ond Mike eamc back 2nd cach had shst down
an "88" that had beon trying t3 bomb the "Brock"., I jumped inte
Jehnnicts kite while 1t was boing gasscd, preparcd to make my
trigz, when thoe ercow chicf called and said there would be no nore
flying this particular aireraft this lay. Johnnic hod picked up
two bulluts, onc in cach main spire of his wing and thisg startcd
the many, many hits that Johnnic was teo reecive until he was shot
down In flamcs at 2 loter 2cte, I jumned out »f that alrcraft
int~ tho next and #Jwabo" and I heoded for the "Breek™, It was
sne of those fogry <ays s typieal »f Enrlond., I rowmcnmber

saying to mysclf, "Doous the sun cver shinc in this vicinity of
the cuntinent?" Dircetly chcad of me I eosuld sce the YBrcoek™
ligting badly from a bomb hit and as "Jumbo!' and I approachod we
cruld sco the Navy destroyers firing., I saw an 88" trying to
get back inte the elouds, "Jumho! followed him into the clouds
In the turn I had loat hin, g5 I shot undor the c¢louds hoping he
would broak sut the sthor side, In whet was no longer than ten
or fiftceon seconls I spotted ansthor "88" making for the ship.
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I turncd towards it as fast as possivle, but he saw mc Just in
ting and pulled up inta the elouds. I conbacted "Jurho" on tho
radic and he had lost his alse, Thincs went along falrly smooth
after that until we were rolipvcd.

The "Broek" was beached in Calafranc Bay after it beeame
Impossible t2 get it to port.

The next morning Jimmic and I were o standby and at ton in
the morning the Vory Pistol fired sur sifnel nf a raid and we
were scramblicd aftur an unknown plot of cnemy aircraft, As our
two trusty Spitfircs wheeled drwn the runwly we both wondercd how
nany of them thoere woere., As it wes £5 sur rroat advantdgc to got
height we stralncl ouraireraft fop ocvery ounce of climbing specd
possible, climbing kishor and highor into the bricht Mediterrancan
saun, 48 we arproached the north part of the Island, still in a
climbing status, we woro being dircetoed by a quict, rclaxing
vielee from way down dcep in the Rocks of Malta., It was our
Group Captain Woodhall, kn-wn t- us all and dear to us 2ll as
Just plain "Wondy", Over wmy ralis I heard Wlaady" cay, "Mac,
there should ke two just below you. Keep a sharp loskout,!
"Okay, Woody"., Jimmic come »n the radio and said, "Mae, Itve
£ot 011 2ll over my windscroon, you'll have to spot them"., s
well as looking down we hal to koen loking up to make surc
there were no aireraft alove us,

If it were truc that there were only two, this w> uld be the
pigrest opportunity of o maals lifetime, For in thosc days man
never feught the Hun in cvon torms. It waog alwaye agecinst big
odlis, Against the slar of the sun I made out bwo small forms
far below me which at first scomed so small and tiny., They
turncd out to bo cnomy rlancs. I called to Jimmic to follow as
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I feared to take my cyes from the fHyrms I had seen. Thon we
startcd 2iving, 20,000, 13,000, 16,000 fcct., By this timc we
were both going at terrific specds. Ve wore probably soing ovor
600 miles ncr hour in our dives ond the closing speod on tho
encry was very fast, I callei_Jimmio at the last minute 2nd said,
"Do you sce yours, Jimmic?" I oponcd fire oand just as I did I
heard Jimmic say, "Thc sons ~f Bls." as I kept pourins lead inko
the nearcst one. I saw Jimmic turn wide and then I zoomed past
hin, Jimmic'ts "MEY turncd dircetly into me with Jimmic on his
tail, T 314 o quick stell turn, molc a throc-quarter hoad-on
Pass at what was now o flaning M1l firc, It was then I sow
a flzgh cnd I knew his borb had cxploded. And then I eould sce
poerts of flaminz aireraft spinning, disintegrating in its rush
to a watery grave.

I called to Jimmic, "Have you got yours yoet?" N>, not yot,
not yoth,

45 I headed in the last dirceti-n T hod scen Jimmic I heard
a scrcam overthe radic, "I pgot him,' Jimmic had finally got him
en the deck and he wont int» the water., I eallcd Jimmic and
asked if he nocded holp. No, he was okay, Wo joined up and
then we headed baek for the Islund. I eallcd Wooly and sald,
Misoly, tws up and two Jown, coming homc!,

We camc homoe anl hwad s sogner landed than cur crew chicfs
wore patting us on the Pack. 4and thus the first two fightors
had boen met and destroyod,

During the time that Jimmic anl I had hoen eoming khack from
our scrap, HMlke and Johnnic had token of 7 and were climbing to
mecet a fresh onslaught from the Huns, This was the bepinning »f
the very uncqual o1ls which we werce t2 run up against. Whorcas
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Jimmic end T hol only o exunlc to ¢ -mbat, Miko and Johnnic ran
into scveral i htoers vscarting wmony honbors,

The Hurricsne Sqguadiron -n the other ond -f the 1sland had
nanarcd to put up twe Hurrieancs as thelr pertd of the dzfense,
The tws -f thom hal combats with the fishtors while ~attempting
to et £2 the brmbers, Miks andd Johnnic male nany fake attacks
as they proyed on the fighters, saving tholr arpmnition for the
Lombers, Thedir job in the air was primarily n-t to knosck down
vnemy fighters, hut €0 keepy the L omboers off any given tarpet,.
Johnnic wog ohle t1 knsck lown 2o Stuka, but Mike hed beon
continuusly ket Tbuasy by the 109 fishtcrs and had beoon unoble to
cnrase the bombors, The Hurrleconcs mnde no claims and sald
afterwards that they had been harrasscd by the fighters also.
This rail was tho beginning <0 the coxntingent of heavy raidls on
the Island which woere t> ¢ me v 2n ond only after we reccived
allcd support in the way 2f S»itfirce nmuch lator on,

On the next loy we droew vy what we jolkdngly called tho
"Melta Wing®, which actually hol -nly six Spltfires and four
Hurrlicances airborn. Thisg was the first time in which we con-
bined pilots from any other Squadron vith our own.

L8 it ilsimpossible to putbt Jown an air bottle on poper, I will
try to pass this one sver lichtly., Our total seorce that Joy was
tws 109(s two Stuka's confirmcd ond six Stuka'ts probably de-
gstroyed, We had no lossces and »nly & fow hullot nh-les. It was
truly as good mathomatics as cur Squalrsn was aiming for,

Thesce bottles ¢ nbinucd in the air 2ny after day and we wero
having the saae phensmenal luck of getting o few cach trip withe
~ut any “amage t o sursclves, It ot g0 even wo began thinking
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and wondering how long this luek could held out., We had a day
off duc to bad woather ond we gpont our tine meving into now
quartcrs in Rabat, Johnnic Plagis of South ifrica and "Pcte"
Nash from 249 Squadron joincd Johnnic, Jimmic, Mike and I,
sharing o room, Bods were cut of the question so we just rollcd
up on the flo~r, Our billet was rifht on the c¢ige f the ;reat
wall that sverlooked Takelil clrficld, We dAid not relish the
thausht of being so close to the bombing run »f the Germans, Wo
had throce 1ittle Maltese batmen, namely, Charlic, Jimmlc ond
Mamael who were supdoscd to take carc »f -ur rooms and c¢lcan tho
rleec gencrally. It scemcd o us thaet they spent most of their
time jabkbkering in the corridors ani cooking food for thensclves,
We nfton wonderod whoere they oot all the: fool and later found sut
it camo from sur rations. ¥Wo wore all cating, or so-called
cating, in o contral moss which e-nscrved foxd, Our nuals by
this timc cmsisted of vory little bully becf, commonly called
"SoamM, bread with mernclade anl the incvitable tea. There had
crovped up what scened to be an incxhaustible supply =f cpgs
which we could et by dpaying a little more, 2f coursze. In Que
tinmc we discoverced whacre the ogos came from an? had chicken for
dinncr and thon we had ncithor ogps nor chicken, By this time,
of c~urse, thore were no cleetric licht facilitics ~r any »f the
othor comforts of hone te be had, We uscd candles for lishts
and uscd them sparingly as therc werc not too many of thom,

Ve were ol working on the cirdroncs, bullding pens for our
cireraft, shoveling sand wul Jird into bass anl »1ling them un
57 as to protced wur alreraflt which worce beceoning rore and nonre
2ilapilated from flying splinters from bonbs,.
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Up to this time we had had o small supply of beor and liquor
to pass away the quict hrurs, but cven this waos failing, now that
the brewery had closcd down duc to the lack of barley and to tho
lack of imports, plus b-mb Jdamaoge, and what liquor we had was
that which we coul? borrow, beg or stcal from hoarded stocks.

The Goermans were running thoir ratds almost by clock work,

Vig were Incvltably having a raid at dawn, -ne at ten in the
morning, °ne at four In the afternoon and one at dusk, Daylight
bombing, btad as it was, nover scomed quite as bad as the con-
tinual night bombing which wo wero scon to reccive.

On Sunday the balance of cur Spitfires and pilots arrived
safely, having flown off the Eaglc that morning. They had beoen
intereccopted by onemy warships on thelir previ-us trip, but this
trip had becn uneventful,

On Tuosday we stayoed in roadiness all day and the raids that
came in werc too large for our small unit. At 7:30 WC. . Were
rcleased for the nisht and wo walked from our planes to the dis-
persal hut, We had boen there nst riore than five minutcs when we
were informed that thore was a large raid coming in., We tricd to
got permission to take off, but were rcfused., It was -ne ~f those
spcctacular after-dusk ralds when the cnomy aireraft would be
caught in the boams of twenty or thirty scarch lights anl the
traccrs would oo up from the ground with their ficry rcd
appearance, just missing and then hitting the alreraft, The
sight gave a thrill to 21l that watched.

S0 far in thc story we have mentioned only aircraft, The
rcal herocs on the Island »f Malta in the eyes of everyonc,
including the eyes of the »ilots werc the anti-aireraft nen,
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Men whn had ts sit »y the ‘uns unler 211 circunstances. Mon whe
would sut up o terrifiec arrace, celimsin~ the sun ~ver 2 ~ilven
tarzot ont wh- shet 1 wn nany Navy German aircroft lurin, this
1-n7 harl battle., These men wore subjeet t- nany attacks cimed
rcetly ot them, as it was oo German 1o-ic to renlize thot

1f they e~ull ¥ncck "ut the anti-aireraft -uns their oth of

fii ht wwll be mach e -ther sver the Islanl.

Mony times when we ull —ot toocther at nicht, the Jiscussi n
~f invoesion woull come wr. Ve knew the situaticn that orosontod
itsclf in africa. .t this tioe Romeel was mokin an 2ll  ut sush
in the ‘ircetisn °f Cairs, He ha’ been stoa’ily making an al-
vanes in that lircetisn anl wos now waitins on guslics to further
his ush. If Rommel was sun licd hoef-re the British Ei~hth army
cruld et to thoedr supoly, it wees obvi wus thoat n~thin~- coull stoy
the Germon erngquest on the Nile Conal anl arce bBeyond. It scercd
thot Malta was the thrn in the sidc f the Gurman nlans., ould
they invo e nlta, the lost 11ic? str-n- -1 in the Mo litor-
rancan, and thorceby ive himsclf clesr sailins £-r tho CNvIye, P
whull he try bt noutralize the Islan® by saturation hombhing?  We
could oxwet nt heln fron the Noavy in ease f invasion, It would
Do surcly an offshore pohollion ~f the horlc.

«1l we cull 2o in Nazi >ffonsive was an ocensitnal photo-

raphic recronnalsonce over Sieily over the runway heins
lennthened £or larsc storcs »f surtlics in the vieinity an' an
sceasinal Junker 52 which wos uscl for tro - tronssort.

Hony - the pris ners of war which ha! Beon shot l-wn ~ver
the Island wore £ the mclicf that we woull be invaled and that
there wHhuld e n2 st pins the cnoay.  He he tric? to invale us

he n: loubt coull have conquere. the Islanl, »ut at a tromoendious
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cost to hoth,

Duc to the ~hysical imrceliments which the Island offercd to
thy scaborn invalors, anl the fret that we hod theusanls ofF
troane, we know invasion woull have been a firht to the leath,
With this thouht in mind we knew that with the numbor of mon he
hold invelvel in his sther frnﬁts he weull preabably koo o
bombing end bombin s anl bombins us,  We werc more than busily
cncared in keering vy what aireraft we hal an? in hollins this
islan’., J4nd too, i they wore not bombin-g us they most cortainly
would have hoen Lonhing our fricnlie on’ allice on the vari-us
other Cronts.

On J,oril 2nd our luck ran cut, Ve hal hoon hoving hhenomcnal
luck in knockins the Hun Jlown without settins hud surscives. This
Lay Johnnic, Conado, Jimmic ant I scramﬁlcd in the air, climbed
into o layer ~f clouls anl ket clinmbin- usy ant upx,  When we
roached the altitulc =f A ,000 feot we woere informoc? thot thore
was alarse fornotisn of boedbors ewmins in from the North., I
called Ground Contrel anl askel thom whoere the "Little Bovs" worc
and they soil they were with the Youboers, I soette? this larsc
formatiom f Junkcr 88's oror-zching aboaut nine »r ten Bhousand
feot 2elowe This was o firhier ilot's Jrcom which wos soon to
turn int» 2 ni-htnaro,

A48 wWe turnc dewn to Jive on the bomboers, tho first thine I
romcmbor was that herril clack of cnemy firé hitting mo an'l I
knew Instantly, but nst socn omouch, thot woe ha been Jura e d
from above.  Just to my ri ht was o shcet SF flame whieh turncd
out to Lo Canals ains lovm! I tric” te work my controls and
found that my lcft lop wos numb and my loft arm hunp limrly by
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my sidc anl there was a~ain the shulder of cannon shells riroing
Int> my alreraft, I hal lon: since lost the Jesirc to attoek the
bombers anl my »no thousht now wos to et away from the firhters
that were ottackings me, It SO hoopoened thot thore wore 20
Hessorschimilts above vs anl thoy attacked us cut of thoe sun, Tho
sun c¢=n ke a ~llot'ts test friund onl his worst cnemy. We had not
beon able to sco them until they had strack.

My ship> was bolly crinnled an I know it was hodeloss to Junp
out so far away from the Islanl, Thore wos o sossibility that had
I been neercr I misht be sicke? upy by the wir/Sca Rescuc Unit,

But then, too, thoy mi:rht be unable to =5 sut afteor us beeauso
they were bheins strafold by Gurmon fifhboers., w2 o matber of faet,
it bzt bown two months sinec anyone kol »eon picked un in the
drink., I rosolvel thot I woul? ot Bnek to the Island 1f it was
humanly wossible.

PDuring my lescent from 21,000 fect to aboaut 1000 Toct I wos
conbinueously attackel ant! my cirveraft was full ~f cannon h-olos.

I hel Leon hit scveral times in the cock it destroying ny
instrument »ancl, kneekins 2ff ny throttlc ~n’ rimcr. But
luckily nonc had hit me Dorsonally save the first attael:,

I was about two or threc miles off the Island when I went into
2 smnll eloud formation, closcly mursuc?! by the Hun., My aireraft
was shot up bally, in faet I coul? mnke ractiecally no offonsive
or -lcfensive movements, just harcly skil., Iy contrsls ond
dctuaring car wore 80 Lally Cone that »y hol’ine full forward
rressure in the stick I was just ablc to holl o slow ve tolc .
a8 L got Zown to avoub 500 fuet riy on-ine burst into ©lame and tho
S5pit A1 2 sudlon £1ip anl I hal no chaice hut te loavy my trusty
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Spitfirc, How I rot out I Jo not romomber. The first thing T
know I was fallings hood first toward the water., T ullod the rip
cord ani reccived a sudden jork uprisht an? almost immcdiotely I
hit the water. T 1id not have time to rolease the narachute and
I was being drapsed clons undor the water as the chute had = 30
milc per hour wind to pull it alonrs, The British type chute I
wag woaring hal instantancously rcelessed, but my ralio cord had
Jormed in the rclease, What was probably ten scecnds, whilc I
was roloasing it, scenmed more like two hours. T grabbed the
Jdnchy with my one =ool orm, ~ullcd off the coverin~ anl inflated
o8 rmueh of it as would o inflated by the CO, tottlc which auto-
matically fills your lifcuraft with cir., I pulled mysclf into the
2inchy by e half-consclous ¢ffort by onc arm oanl just as T
relaxcd anl took notiec saw thet I was Iriftines away from Malta,
Remember sayinn, "Well, Coirofs only 1000 milcs awey!, 4 Goerman
fishter apheorcd, turncd his nosc towarls me an? naturally I
immediately rollcel out of my liashy anl to undcrwotor safety.
Wator Acflcets bullets. If hoe strafcl me I will never know be-
cause hic 211 not hot the lin-hy an? my bein- underwotor saved mo.
I watchcl for him to return, but he failed to 2o so and I boran
once arain the effort of ~ottin. back in the dinchy., I sat thore,
helploss, as the Gormans bombel the airfSca Rescuc Dopot and I
gave upy oll hepe at that tiae of beings nleked ud. From out of

the corncr of my c¢y¢ I saw a Hurricane eirclc over me, war;le

his wings to ~ive me cncourazomont anl suddenly dart off to the
shoro and thon fly straisht ot mo, circle asain an? repcat the
performance anld 21l of a sudden in the listance I saw the dir/
3¢a Rescue launch coming out to et me. I was cetting cold and

- 30 -



woak as the launch pulled tlensside of me and I romember thom
throwin over o 1nrie rope lallor. Thoy elimbed down anl ~rakbed
holl of mc, ullcd me onto the launch, wastins ne timc cetting
vack to lan?, The same Hurricanc boy whe I nover ot to thank
srotoectedl us on the way in, He was ghot Zown the next day in an
cnsancment with cnomy fichters,

Onv of the ploasant parts of this triv was the tall sloss full
of Bourton, prower mind you, that was pourcd inte me. It basted
so sooa wnd I was so coll that thuy save me annther.

In the hospital, over the rocks of Calafrono Bay, thcy put mc
unlcr a hooting lamp te toke tho chill cut of me an? picked the
few picecs of shrasnel from my arm on? le~. I coull not under-
stanl unbtil T remembered the two glasscs »f 3ourhon why I was
cetting so ti-ht, T eall c-mbhinin: twos la2sscs of Bourbon and a
heatin: lam>» the sloplost wey I ean cver romember of rotting a
Jar on,

In 2 fow hours Jimmic, Johnnic, Biz, australia anl Chris came
in to vislt me, It wos clearly a bal lay as far as wo worc cone
cernod,  We hal rcecived the first of our many cecsualtics and it
wos with a ool it of sorrow thot I heard of Canadats ~oing,.

411 throw 'l our climbin: for cltitude I hal eallel C Nala socveral
times ©3 onen up his sosgiticn anl as this was his first combat
mission over the Island I folt wmore or less responsible for him,
The creat kall of flame that I hod scun Just as I wos hit mysclf
had besn Canada ~oins Jovm in flomcs. Jimmic hol looked for him,

Mut without success. It wa

{2

quitc ouvi~us that he had heen
killcl in the initial attack. Johnnic hol sucn the cnemy firhters
approaching ot the last instant z2nl my radio had balked and T <1id

[ e
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not hear him ycll., The double fact of losing Canada, »lus two
S»itfires was not su casy to toke,

I was focling protty o0l ot this moment, The scnsc of foel=
ing hol returncd to my log ang arm.  Outside of a stiff neck re-
ceived when my parachutce had opened I felt all risht. My ncck
turncd out to bo fracturcd on? I was srounded for a whilec., 48 wo
lay in the hospital talking, the air rail went on z2nd it turncd
out to e our oll fricnd "Stcamboat Charlle", This was a name wo
ho? tapred onto the German photosraphic nlanc., He would come over
somctimes bofore anl sometimes cofter a raill. It hecame thoe oal
of 2ll ilots to attemrt to send ¥Mr, Steamboat Charlie to his
anccstors. Ho woull come cover at hirh altitude out of range of
our antie~aircraft firce anl lcisurcly fly around the island taking
wietures. I hal sone at him at once time, as hal almost cveryonc
¢lsce in the Squalron, but due to the terrific soced of his
stripood lown Hlanc, we werce always unahle to cateh him., It fell
to the lot, at o later date, of onc of the most colorful nilots
on the Islanl, "Buck leV¥air, to finclly cateh up with "Stooam-
hoat" anl send him dovm into the sco rirht near his home basc,
0f coursc wc 2ll misscd "Steambeot?, bub as you can well imagine,
he was rceploced by "Stcamboat Charlic tho Sceond! in very short
crder.

The next couple of lays we hal to rorair the aireraft and
shent most of our time looking around the battcercd wrceeks trying
to cct thom into flying condition. The grounl crow werce having a
tremondous job trying to keen 2 striking course of aireraft in

servicoable. contition,



We hod since had several sther Hilots Join us: Bruce Downs,
an O01d maple Squaldron mate, "ToxM--a bi- Texan, "Goldic! a
Canaldian, a chay from Malaya an’ an Englishman,  "Tex" and "Goldio!
hal becen flying with the valinnt Hurrican Squaidren on the Islanl,
but the othors woere now, We ﬁorc truly an Intcrnotional Squadron
at this point,

as usual, many rumors flow z2round. Some sail they had beoon
givon out by the Rome radic ani »robably a lot of them had hoon
startcl by £ifth columnists. Ruwmor had it that the Holy City of
Rabat was soing to be bombed, 4t this time werc livins in Rabat
anl we s woll as the civilisns werc becomins very jumpy, that is,
a little morc than usual. «t thot time cven the ~un firc and the
crash onl oxlolins of Jrouoin~s hombs not cven ncar, sent cverye
on¢ rushing to shelter, We often wonderced what the Moltosc noople
thourht ¢f scein so many pilots on the prounlt. It was hard to
make them undorstand why wo coul? not have morce lancs and why
we coul’ not fly these we 117 have, We leornced onc very Sood
lesson thougk while in 2 sheltor. Yo c¢oull hoar the people of
Halta mumbling and 1t o so that it -ot on our nerves., I
remomber asking o smell IM2ltcose boy who spoke Enclish, "What in
tho world are they jabbering about?" He sail, "Oh, they arc
prayinsg for the pilots that arce in the air anl for tho SUNNOr 8
who arc above the ground unablc to rot protection". It male all
of us morc than a little askamed for hevines been annoycd al their

abberings,  During the oir raid I struck up an acquaintanece, in

Tt

shall we say on athlcetic woy, with the Moltosc Pricst whom I used
te enll "the Mini~ht Exdross™. I founl out that sithoush I wes
very slow afoot ordinarily, my sncced on foot when advaneins in
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the dircetion of a sholber incrcascd troemendously when bombs were
falling, I took off my hat tc no one cxecpt "The Midnisht
Express”, I coull mot for thoe lifc of me beat my dark-robed
fricnd to a shelter 2ndl belicve me I wag tryin~. With one hand
on his heal, holiln: his anciént tywe hat, anl tho othor hand
pulling up his skirt to allow frecdom to his lirs, he scundly
trounced mc in cvery onc of our many prints.

It was this samc afternoon, while we stlll were jittery ot
naving Dassod the first ralld thot wo lceided 1t wasn't 2ll rumors,
For in about two hours therce was a ~ansg of us on the roof, whon
sudlenly, from out ~f nowhorce thore anscared albout twoenbty«five
Stukas., They were flying in crocodlile strapsle fashiion. When
dircetly above us, they stortded living Jlroectly at cur builling.
There was a Jilasilatel pool table on the [loor beolow where wo
wero staning anl Inside of eplit sceonls thore wore about thirty
in’iviluals undor that ool toble. Viny I don't know, as it didn't
of fer much protcetion from the crash of the falling Lombs. The
bomt crash camc, but luckily they hal zimel thom at the airficld
which 1oy dircctly unilcornoath us. We wverc truly on edre and
needed a ool rost,

Durin. some of our off timcs we woulld wander throurh the
cotoeomics anl the ruffian of a pulde told some good storics about
the various skoclotons scon, ‘rimarily he was norce interosted in
vending his disnlcasurc at ecatacomb kXeccrs in cther scetions of
the Islanl., He pave us his worthy knowlodse for the pricoe of ton
shillinrs, vhich we afterwaris found he hed taken word for word

Tfrom a booklct which coull bo bousht for six shillings,
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We dropned up to thie hospital to see dustralic who had since
been wounded on’ hald another chat W th Kurt, thoe Gorman ilot, who
had heen shot Jdown ani hal broken his lecs. Xurt was a young
Gorman, one of thoe quicter onds, Ho 412 not scoir to ko donrossod
cndl thore was no Zoubht In his ﬁini shleh wos the boetter 2lane anl
who was oing to win the war, The Germon pilots had ftromondous
faith in their circraft and woeuld not helicve that they could be
gshot lown by S»Hitfirvs or durriconcs.

I remembor whon YBuck Buchannan shict Jown Heunhof, the Germon
acc, Neuhof hal close to forty victorics ond hed heen shot lown
ag "Buck's" first victory. ¥Ho woull nob beliove he had boon s hot
Jown by a fishter and we 211l laushed when he seid to Buek, 'and
you, how many victorics lo vou havet" .and Buck, with o little
rrin, wointed his finmer at Heuhof and s2il, ™You erc it The
German could harlly contain himsclf,

Hverywhore you woull o you would scve sisns written by the
@altosc voople, "Bomt Rome™, Y"Aomb Romce"., This was quitc casy
to writc, but not sco coey te Jo as we had no bombors. They
could not understanl that,

It hat beon the i7oa o 21l the pilots that the only way we
coull 7ot thoe Gurmon bonbors was to o into thoe anti-alreraft firc
aftcr thom as the German fishters did not 2o this, They would
cseort thoelr Lombers te the horrapse anl walt for thom ocutsilce,
vory scnsible, 1111 almit,

We wore haviﬁg o snot of luck with thoe hrombors inside until

onc lay when Niopy Henple was chasin- an 88" in the harrape an

HES =

'
we sew him open fire on the M88Y andi then suddenly the Spitfire
was no more. It just discvnitcrratel in mid-aoir, NWip hald roceived
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a Aircet hit from o heavy shell an? it hol btlown his »lane to
bits., It was a very fortunotc thing that Hi» was blovm out of
the cockrit, He romermberel nothing of pulling his rin cord, Ho
came Lo vhile floating lownwarﬁ with bombs fallins all arocund hin.
He lended in 2 shell hole and swmont many, many hard minutes
witching bombs fall all around as he lay unablc to move. He was
regcucd by the runners of noorby un rovlacemcents anld spent many,
mony loys in the hospit&l. It was one of the miraclcs of the
Islen) that he was alle to live,

Hike hal o gquoor thing: hoooon te him. He had becen shob up
by an "88% onu lay vhils tryings to set homg., His on;ine bteoeame
overheoted wndl at the last minute he Jiscovore? he eould not make
the £icld, so he rollced the plane over onl baled sub ot LOO feot,
pulled his »ip cord anl his chubte olpencd just as ho hit the rround
in such a fashion that he Qi not cven £l Jown. This is truly
recmarkable at such o leow altitulc.

Then there was Bill Kelley who jumncd out at 1000 fout, aftor
bein~ ghot Jdown anl his chute streamed., Bill sumultel to the sca

without the ail of o chute, . nlane wont over to sco what hod

hanoencl, cxoceting to sco nothing and thoere wos Bill swimcine on

1
)

his back towarlis shorc, the stroamin- chute had kept him crcet
anl had hit the water at o poeculiar anple and hal reecived nary a
serateh, Yulte 2 fall, 1000 feet, OI2itics wers common on tho
island ro-orling flying--so many that s~ace doecs net coermit
mentionin-.

Wo were ablc for o sriec to fot fish and chins at o so-calloed

black morket lace, o wont until such tiie as tho susly was oxe

haustod, to fill our stomachs, which werce ~ralually ccttin-« vory



ompty. Busutilt!s Pub was whorc we wenb te ot those priceloss
morscls of fooi; In the usual time she ran cut andt we went ack
on & risid diet and neover 211 find out how or whorc she ot the
gtuff fer ~ur moals.,

We usually managed to neb the radio reports from the Italian
radio an! some of their wile-staked claims hrousht Jjoy to uvsg all,
Thoir claim on this Jay was the usual thirtcen Spitfirces destroyed
for the loss of nonc of their airceraft. This was cortainly nows
te us, 2s thorce had been no Splitfires flying that lay.

Many timcs we had talked mnd discusscd the old Kniphts of
Malta and thoir stand agsainst invadors, We tricd to sce how we
compared with them, Of coursc, they worce wrofessional scldiors
and the scrvices wo wore in were morc or loss 21l amateurs. The
orlder was rclli-oous and scrvice sacrilinous. The rank and file
of the Kni~hts was prolably the smme as the rank anl £ile of the
ailots. Ve wonderced 1f cnon; the Enishts, insofar as intergroups
wont, if tcam work was the cssoential anl neccssary featurc in the
success of their fishting., Teom work is g0 ncccssory to our
wcll-being anl something we all should strive for rogardlcess of
how much intorecitance wo may run up agoainst., o thing where
cach inlividual denends almost cntirely uoon othurs to o cortain
cxtont for survival., Thc fact thot men would have bucome more
Jooendent on vach othoer and individuals would not have riscn to
the point where they coulld control the lives of so many persons
by their own say=sc is ontlrcly duc to the Jefinite lack of thoe
so=-callcd team work, It has bhoeon proven time and time 2a-ain in
sir sgualrons that racicl creeds anl personal foolings nean
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cxacetly nothing whon you cre considering the grous as 2 whole.

Wwe found that potty jualousics, hatos, things large anl secomingly

o

vory iImportant, thoush orovolont on the mround were to b
forrotten when alr fishting was involved, DBucause each individual,

no rattor what, becomos ionuﬁiont upon the rost of the srcoun for
orotection ano all bocore comralus. Very fow pilets cver feurht
olone 2an’ fou-ht very lons.

Goorge Bucrloing, a Canalian, who by his very aceurate
shootins cnl skillful piloting, mzanased te roll vwp one of the

most fontastle scorcs of thic war rocticolly on his own., But

"
Guorne ran out of luck in tho onl san’ 2lthoush e 1iveld, was
badly wounded on his last lay on the Islani,

We hogan to heor fantastic rumors,. Runcrs which we would
have loved to bolicve, but whieh we wero Dronc to take as just
runcrs,  The lizltosce elvilizns somchow monapsed to hear all the
news first, csrecially the news of military importance lons boforc
we ~ot 1t. It wes roally fantastie.  Ho mattor whet it wos they

know it first. Thoy weould tell ug ~nl we weuld later et con-

L
=

irmation on it, The rumor sohroead aboub the Island thot the USS
Carricr W.uSP wag -oins to Uring mony, many S»itfires onte the
Islani, This wos truly -roaot news, could we conly belicve it.
But thoush wo tried hord to hoelicve it, we still Zoubtel it. Ve
noeded Spitfircs bodly znd sure cncu~h on the 20th of apnril,
wnile walking down te realincess, we looked up and saw the first
twelve Spitfirvs, thoen twolve more and thoen snothor bundh of
twolve. s our hearts slalicncd anl our hopes raiscd, Cifty-
gix Soitfires I1nnded on the Island. Tt ogove uwg 2ll o fecling

which is as har!l to Jeseribe s that of the first Christmos

[
]
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morning lock whon we wore 211 children looking at tho nany now
a0l shiney proscnts which with wotieloation anl sroat Lnjoyment
wore oxnectod.,  as wo nearcl thoe sirficll our stops quickenc?d
Deecause we wore ©ll capger fon news anl sure that tho nilots that
hal come in wore surc to Do come of our old bulilics from Enclan?i
2nd we wanbol to knov of thoe things that henrenel o our old cut-
Tits on’ how mony kills thoy had madc, Runnins the first threo
aireralt which wore Zisnersed 23 scon 28 conlld he cXouected we

saw no familiar facos an’ 1t was only the tircd faces of =ilots
wao hall made thoe -rueling fi~ht, 4s we ran sncross the small
opening to the next hrour of pluncs cur joy turncd imncdiately

to apprehension ns wo hwarl the wiling of the 2ir raild siron
oneu ncaln,  Wo knew thot ths oloncs thot hod just landed would
¢ ghort of fucl., Thoy woull e handicophed by lon;: reongpe flishi
tanks an’ therelfore woul’l ¢ uncbklce to combot the Tun irmcdiztely,
It must bo realized thot to ~as these airsloncs coeh one had to
1L

¢ —rassc

cut of 5 snllon tincs of which cach »lanc took 55 or
“orc. It was our onc hopo thot the Geornmons would Lo spotbed by

Loy somewnere alons, thedir 711 ht to Malta. We Hinncd cur one

;_4

gmall hove on thie thouht thut thls woull be our ol fricnd "Stoam
bont Charlic! on o rucomnalsancs fli-ht. We darcd to hope that
we richt have ot least one hour to propcre theso plones for come
bot,  But onec arain we undereistimated the Hun., Shertly we heard
e tursting of heovy anti-~aireraft batterics. We roalizol that
thoy alonc at this time coulld save our aireraft, Climbing radly
inte the sun were the romaining six Soitfires we hal on the
Islanl in tlx hope that they nmi-ht werl of any threat to our now

prizces.  Staniing there woe realizod that there wan nothin~g we



coull <o to save the lives »f what we classificd ns our now
babics, Ve wabchueld the JU 88's starting their bomb run oﬁ

our 2irfi.lds, Hecdless to say we immeliantely dove into s1it
trenches nnd cowcerc.. there Zurins the ercsconde of the falling
2omhs,

Part of ocur acirplencs had lanled at Takall and p»art ot Luqa
anl we could hoar the lstant bomb klasts hotwoun our own
shomblcs ot Tnkali, We know, too, that Luka wos fetting o soins
over the sane 2s we werc. 3ince 1t heold startced what scomed to bo
n rcally fontastic numbor of bombers heavily cseortel by fi-hters,
hald come into Holto ot the ei-ht time for thom an! hal caucht
our Sn»itfircs on the rround anl blastoel nractically cach and
cvery onc into unserviecakle econdition,

Gazing arount ny oyces net the horrible pleturce of hurning
aireraft ont the smell of gmoke enl torn asunlor aireraft, Ve
boran now te sce the mon appear one by onc, some with still hirh
hopes, thouzh most 211 with 2 dcfinite solurm tircd look on their
facca, This surcly wos the siraw that wos going to brook the
cancls boeck, Yos, thoy rot the plancs to us 211 right, d»ut we

411 not sct to use them., The moraele, alrcady low, desconded to
the Zenths, The fury an® hate vihich was already prescent zagoinst
the enemy, rosc to a now and cven hizher poeak, »ut 2ll to no
avall., We could not fly without lancs. We had thoe plancs all
ri~-ht, what wos lcft of thoml

I remembeor mnaing;, into Jumbo Juring tho shambles und I never
have scon & man o mate in all oy lifc.,  Whot could you say?

Yhat coull you 2o? The Jerry nal beat us to the punch,

Lo -



It must have heon 2 bunch of pretty pleascd German pilots
that winred their wey boek to Sieily aftor they had lestroyod
morc plancs, tho lay of which must have been visible to most of
them on the sround, in five ninutes thon they had beon able to
knock out of the sky in two months,

The noxt 2ay we had our usual fow plones, nothing but
battered wroeeks from which the crews manarscl to salvage 2 picce
here on” there an’ in time cven manaped to put o few of thom
in the air,

The Gormuns continucld to harrass the Islnnﬂ.&aily an d most
enntinuously at nisht. We hal to koo moving our outlfits from
onc Hlacce te cnothor and it s.omoed that no matter wherc we moved
we boeome the torcet of the Huns, They cortainly must have 2
Fifth Colurn on the Island semowhorce. The only nood feature of
the cntirc show was the faet that scveral of our bullics had
arrived on the Island with the noew »lancs,

Tilly, callcd "Florida" anl "Tiger" Booth, two bullics of
Jimmic's an” minc in the Barle Squoiron joined our outfit along
with Riv Jonus from Coopcrstown, Nuw York. Jonesy had boeen &
Noval aviaztlon Hilot with the Navy, but hal rosigned his
commizsion to coms nd join in the fishter type of aircraft
which he Jdcesircd morc,

During this wock overyboly, croumen, Jrounimen and nilots,
all man sower avallable in foct, continually and caracastly mado
sand Bass and rovetments thot we misht possibhly pet some more
cireraft., ond it wasn't until the night of HMay Bth that we
finally ot the story.
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Jumbo had disaspcarcd from the island about a weck or ton
days previous and we all firurcl that he had gonc to another
theatre. But such was not the casc. s we waltel, there was a
group moocting of all of the pilots on the island, Voody, our di-
recetor, was in cxecllont humér, which was not thce usual thing for
Yoody when things were poing bad, Veody wos a Group Coptain who
ha? flown in the first world war, but wos now Ground Control Of-
ficer of the Island and there was ne more important a man in the
alr battle of Malta than Woody. His quict, calm, assuring veicce
Aircetol pilots time and time acain on thelr prey, the German
tombers anl fichteras. I think, without a quecstion of a doubt,
that onc of the great, truly pgroat mon of the war was Group Cap-
tain Weodall, He was in thce cyecs of the pilots the savior of the
Island of HMalta. .ds Wooly smileld, and sort of laushted to himsclf,
he sald, "Iwould like to tcll you yhis mysclf, but the .ir Commo-
dorc is coming; up prescntly and he will pive you the story." Lir
Commodore Llovd, commonly known aos "Hush Puch", only, of course
not in his proescnece, was 2 wcll-liked bhess of the air battle of
Malta,. .. man of inlomineblc courcse and with o tremendous hate
against the Hun., It wasn't long hefore Hugh Pugh came in and a
very short but offcetive talk. "Men, you all know what happened
two wocks apo. To those of you who arce new on the Ialand that was
only a tastc of what thoe Hun has thrown at us herc, It has not as
yobt beon possible for us to strike back at them in the way we all
want teo. But hy the Grace of God, pentlemen, tomorrow we will
turn the tide of the Bettle of Malta, We will start the end of
the dcstructlion of the preatost cnemy of mankind, the Nazi Hordes.
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Tomorrow, rcntlemcn, the fote of many lives will be born on your
shouldcrs, the fatc of the .frican armics, the fate of the Russian
supply routoe and the fate of them as individuals, depends udon

the glorious succoss on the morrow,., The plan in part is thls, gen-
tlemen, your Individunl ocutfits will go over this very shortly

and morc complctely in 2 very fow minutcs,"

"7ing Commonder Gracic, flew to London ten days ago in accord
with the plan formulated In his mind to kecat the Hun to the punch,
A8 you all well know the U, 8. Carricr V.SP sailcd into the Med-
itcrrancan to bring the last Spitfircs to us, It is inconcceivable
to mc how Gracic has formulatcd his plans so quickly, bubt never-
thelesgs, tomorrow morning sixty Spitfircs will arrive from tho
dccks of the aircraft corricr W.SP, The W.SP being as larze as
she 18 will sall into the Melitcerrancan anproximately the same
Iistance as most of you di1d when you came 1n hero. The pilote from
the carriler will be just as tiroel when they srrive hore as you
worc. The aireraft will he asscmblcl! in Inglend anl come dirccetly
here aboard the WaSP. The fecet is that cach squadron on the Island
namely the 126, 219, 601 anl 60% have definite plans in the air
kattlc, That I will lcave to your respoctive squadron leadcrs.
Tomorrow"and as he bogan to utter his final words, the wistle of
bombs, not so far away, causcd most of us to duck into corners,
but without rtreoaking a word In his scntencce, and almost drownc-
out by the crash of bombs, he said, "Vo must not fail', There
was 2 ftremendous uplift of the morale of 211 the pilots. Hopes
rogsc a8 wo all ot into cur differont ;roups to got the final

words.
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Tony Barton, now acting as C. 0. sald, "Pellows, this is it".
Onc half of the aireraft will land at Takalil and onc half at Luqua.
As you all know there are many pens bullt. Each of these pens will
housc an aireraft. At cach pem therc will be a number of men of
whom onc will bc an experiencéd Malta Pllot,., The minute the alrc
craft touches the pround he will be flagped Immediately Into a
»on in the dispersal area. Ground crewmen will instantly tear off
the long range gas tanks, anothor crowman will begin pouring gas
from already handy five rallon tins. Each squadron will have a
definite purposs. Our purposc will be to intercept combat cnemy
fichtors, Thc positieons of the other three squadrons will be var-
fed,We will thcn attempt the dirvesion of the bombers from the
tarrots, The other aireraft from the Island will be useld in defen
-ding you and other squadrons in thelr efforts. In other woras
the success of the cntirc operation depends upon you becdmming
immedilately airborn. With units cocperating as usual and wilth
good luck gentlemen, we can turn the tide of this, our little war,
The minute that our radar picks up a btomber strength building up
over Sicily overy airceraft wlll become alrborn.

Immedintely upon arrival at your pon you will get the pllot.
out of the alreraft who flew it in, put him to work in some handy
way, net yourself into the aireraft, atrapped in and ready for
instant takcoff. Whon your flarc is given from the dispersal hut,
cach scetion of aireraft will give it the gun and take off. When
your flarec 1s given you will have a clear fileld. If you should
have only a half tank of gas take off anyway". Noedless to say wc
all 1liko a bunch of kids that night. Whether or not we could beat
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the Hun to the punch we were soon to know.

Down on thc ficld quite carly making surc that everything
was in reocldiness we awaite? the arrival of our aireraft. Mon werc
busily repalrine bomb hole daﬁago done to our ficld during the
night and morning raids, .fter what scumed hours the first of the
Spitfires arrived and landed. I could soe the happy but grim facc
of Jumbo who had brought the outfit in. The system began working
and airceraft began gding Immcdiatcly to pens. Special pllots were
already strapped into cockplts and crowmen were buisly tcaring off
gcas tanks. len werce pouring gas faster than it seomed humanly
possible to do it. Thoere was a 1ull of mayhe filve minutes and then
far into the ficld a Veory Pistol filred, It 412 not scem to mc that
the planes had time to even stop rolling. But z groat deal had
been accomplishel and aireraft were no gool on tho sround when
they could be flyins. One column, then another an scnother until
the last one. The dust wos as thick as 1f we had been bombed.
Pllots werc making proactically blind take offs and going on the
assumption that thc system was working.

alrerapt quickly started for their rcendezous with the Hun,

<& the alreraft werc climbing the feeling of complete willing-
ness and domination to fisht was present among all the pilots.
Now, could the Spitfircs get high encugh? Would they hive time
before the Germans on flight woull arrive? And would the anti-
aireraft guns nimed ot the sky know the approximate vicinity of
the enemy aireraft? Porward onto the Island flpw the German 88's
and Stukas and every availakle "Spit" waiting for them. Dil the
Nazi wlth his wild imasinotion focl that this would be another
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plenice? Before thesc bombers ever made their bomt run all Hell broke
loose. Sixty Splitfires had gonc into the air and t§e plan was work-
ing perfoetly coxcept for one thing., The Germans made a mistake. Thoy
gcent very few fighters to cacort their bombers, They figured wo'tll
catch tho boys on the ground ageln. It will be that easy.

Shooting in among the German bdmbera the Spitfires were like
fleas on a stray dop. What few fighters there wero woere qulcekly put
out of commission, They wore sent hurtling and spinning in flames
to the ground and the warm Mediterrancan sea., Onc by one the bombeors
fell as panic brokc out among them, jettisoning their bombs, turning
and twlating and running, diving, and turning, but thore was no es-
cape and no denying the powsr of the Spitfircs, It was a very sol-
emn and searcd bunch of Huna that made their way bock to Siclly that
memorahblo morning. Tho Spitfirc losscs wore negligiblo, but the Gore
man losscs were terrific. The Spitfires landed, woerc gerviced and
were roady to g0 once more,

No, we hadn't been asleen this last time and there werc many
Germans sleeping their final sleep because of that, The bhattle conw
tinued throuchout the day as morce and merc Gormen fightors appearcd,
but the back of the German Jilpr Forec in Siclly had been broken.

The battlo diminishod in intensity during the-next few days
and this was followcd by a lull, No air foree in tho workd eoculd
stand the torrific battering thoat they had received, The Islan? of
Malta now had fishtor suporiority and would start to dictate its
own terms.

In many minds, one of tho turning points of the war was this

achievoment of aserial sucecss over the Island of Malto
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It was with a proat deal of satisfactlion and plcasurc that
cach of us hoard of the diminishing supplics to Rommel and of the
increasel supplics to the 3th. army.¥We even ot so woll off that
wc soent a squadron to help pursue Rommel through thoe hot sticky -
desert and as you 2ll kneow it wasn'ly many nonths, not morc than
four, beforc the .11licd plincher movemont started at Cairo on onc
cnd an by the invasion of North ..frica on thc other cond that cnded
un in wipine out the descrt rats of Rommel in Tunisia,

LITTLE M.LT.., just o spot on the ocean, just the half-way
point on the Meditcrrancan Highwey, remeince? unconquercd, badly

battered, but certainly proud.



