
The historic Signals that told the R.A.N.that their War against the Japanese
was over,were not seen by many Sailors and very few obtained copies of them as the

classic War Souvenir. But then wartime Sailors were used t. receiving the minimum

information from their Australian Commanding Officers about the task that they were
perfo:rld..:..l.,r:U.oirCouat!y,even in this climactic ending to their war at sea. It

was a situation dem..strably.unfair,for in many cases the Sailors had fought at sea

in .efence or Australia for a longer period than a number of the8e Captai...

However aftor ~5 years I aave finally caae acrOS8 a set of these Signals..aad

. from a mo.t unlikely source.The HORS~1 (Corvette) Associatio. pro.uced them.Their
Captain had. no inhibitions about his Sailers haviDi this souvenir of their War,.o

the Communication Branch handwrote the Signals for the Ships Company. Certainly this

is the first tiae that I have seen them all.They are worth displayini in full &8

these original handwritten Signals provide a genuine Naval flavour to that historic

...!ccasien.S. as space permits they will~'appear in The BU~. . .~-~. .'. "o.. -. . . '.~ - .. . - ~ ~=>_. .- -.. ~.. ~ . .

Their text appears as follows , but in typewritten rorm(with some interpretation)...

The first one was received when Japan started testing the water for Surrender term8.

It w'!Lssent on 10 August 19q5 in "Plain Language" and given "Operatienal Priority".
It was net civen a time of despatch but was received at 131~ on 10 August 19q5.It orig-

-inated from Leyte aDd was addressed to "All Allied Warehips".~he Signal Message reads..
"THE JAPANESE GOVEHNMENT HAS JUST ANNOUNCED 'ro THE SWEDISH GOVEllNl'!ENT THAT Tl:1b'Y WEUE
WILLING TO ACCEPr 'rHE TEllMS AT POTSDAM AND INFOIU1BI) TIlE SWEDISH GOVERNMENT TO RELA.Y
TO TIlE UNITED STATES.ONE CONDITION EXISTS THAT 'l'llli'Y BE PEUMI1'TED TO KEEP THEIR
EMPORER" .

Footnote...The Potsdam Agreement was signed in July 19q5 by the Allied Powers and

laid. down the principles to be used in governing the defeated Ea.~ Nations.

The reference te Sweden applies because that Country looked after Japanese
interests in Countries outside the Japanese y.rtime .phere. of influence.(The Swedi.sh
EmbaBsy in Canberraalso returnedto Japan the ashes oi the Syct.neyHarbour l-udget
Submarine crewe,after their cremation).

The eeceni Signal waS sent at 0627 on 15 August 1945.It was a ceded message I1Confii-

-ential.Urgent".Its originator was C.S.W.P.S.F.(Commander South West Pacific Sea

Forces)and was addressed to "All Allied War8h~psl1.The bignal Message reads......
"JAPAN HAS SUlUlENDElUID CEASE OJtl!'ENSIVE ACTION.TAKE ALL WARl'DIE PH.ECAUTIONS FOR SELF

DEFENSE".The message waS received at 0710.
~ootnote...The definitive Time of Origin of the Signal was given as 150627Z,which
interprets as 1115"(August)."o627"(time)."Z"(Greenwich Hean Time).

.. ---'llh= t.h~rd:::-<iU1J.-fin&1 Gi~&.l-..""3::;d...sya.tched at.,..1009-:..n ..1.~.,..A...g..~~ -1o9h.§...It ..l:;".a..i3-an,~ge-nt~
Message in "Plain Language" and was re-transmitted by the Naval Officer in Charge
Darwin(N.O.I.C. D.)te those ships within his administrative area,on receipt from
Aamiralty.The Message reads......

11H.M.GOVEHNMENTHASM1NOUNCEDTHATTUE JAPANESEHAVESUHRENDElum(2)ALL OFl<'~SIVE
ACTION TO CEASE FORI'llWI'l'H.(3) SUME'rUlE HAY.ELAPS~llEli'OlIE'rHE ACTUALINS'l'HlJHENT
OF SURRENDER IS SIGNED,THEREFORE IT IS CLEAn JAPANESE ]!'ORCES HAVE RECEIVED INSTHUCTIONS
OF TIIEIU HIGH Cm~1AND.ACCORDINGDANGEUOF ATTACK BY INDIVIDUAL U BOAT AND AIUCHAFI'
J.!AY EXIST FOn. SOME TIME TO COME".This },lessage was receivedat 1q15 on 15 August 19q5.
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